Application No, 10/575,922 

Amendment dated Jime 14, 2007 

Reply to Office Action of March 20, 2007 



Docket No;: 20798/G20463G-USG 



Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as indicated below. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims 
Claims 1 to 4 (canceled). 

Claim 5 (currently amended): An electrical switching device comprising: 
a housing having interrupting chambers; 
a cover capable of closing the ho using; and 

externally accessible terminal contacts being secured in position in the housing; 

each interrupting chamber having disposed therein at least one an arc quenching device and 
a stationary switching contact for a cooperating movable switching contact, 

the housing and the cover having formed therein guide and retaining elements fef both 
insertable coolin g pla t es an d arc splitt ^^ate-stae lcs defining configured to retain t he arc quenching 
devices, wherein the arc quenching device is. alternatively, one of an arc splitter stack and a cooling 
plate, t he arc splitter stack staefes being interchangeable with the cooling plate platen. 

Claim 6 (currently amended): The electrical switching device as recited in claim 5 wherein the 
guide and retaining elements include inner wails of the housing laterally b ounding the interrupting 
chambers and first retaining elements of the cover, the inner walls being configured to support t he 
coolin g p lat e s - b e i n g U shap e d an d having outer legs the arc quenching device and being s upported 
w ith t h e o uter leg s on - the - inner walls o f th e housing, the co eB^^ facing 
awa y- # e m-th e -©Qver in pock e t like -feHna t ion s of th e ha^sif^the^J-shape d cooling plates further 
befeffi - heM-4ewn- b¥ and the first retaining elements configured to further holding down the arc 
quenching device , 
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Claim 7 (currently amended): The electrical switching device as recited in claim 5 wherein the 
guide and retaining elements include inner walls of the housing laterally bounding the interrupting 
chambers and pocket-like second retaining elements of the cover, fee-afe-spi&tei^ 
see med with o ne sid e i n the pocket-like second retaining elements configured to secure the arc 
quenching device via a frictional and/or form-locking connection, and, when the cover is mounted, 
the arc splitter plate stac ks bein g suppo&ed-feet w een the inner walls of the housing being positioned 
to support the arc quenching device between the inner walls . 

Claim 8 (previously presented): The electrical switching device as recited in claim 5 wherein the 
guide and retaining elements includes arc splitter guide and retaining elements and cooling plate 
guide and retaining elements, the are splitter guide and retaining elements being adjacent to the 
guide and cooling plate retaining elements in a direction of the terminal contacts. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): An electrical switching device comprising: 

a housing having interrupting chambers and housing guide and retaining elements; 
a cover capable of closing the housing and havin g cover guide and retaining elements; and 
externally accessible terminal contacts being secured in position in the housing; 
a stationary switching contact located in each interrupting chamber* the stationary switching 
contact cooperating with a movable switching contact; and 

an arc quenching device located in each interrupting chamber, the arc quenching device 
being either an insertable cooling plate or an arc splitter stack but not both , the housing guide and 
retaining elements and the cover guide and retaining elements being configured to retain the arc 
quenching device and including both cooling plate guide and retaining elements and are splitter 
stack retaining elements. 
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